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Opposition to Increase of the Navy 
Steadily Growing. 

Though the action of the House of Representatives 
on January 22 on the report of the Naval Committee 
was in important respects disappointing, yet, when 
carefully analyzed, it shows a distinct gain over last 
year in opposition to further increase of the navy. 
The President, the Secretary of the Navy and the 
Naval Board had all recommended and strongly urged 
the addition of four first-class battleships this year, 
Secretary Newberry asking that seventy-five millions 
of dollars should be appropriated for new construc- 
tions. This proposal of the Executive Department 
was turned down by the Naval Committee of the 
House, by the extraordinary vote of fifteen to three. 
The Committee recommended only two ships and 
an appropriation of less than half that asked for by 
the Secretary of the Navy. When the Committee 
Report came before the House no effort was made, as 
was done last year, to put four battleships in the Bill. 
It was seen in advance that it would be hopeless to 
attempt. to do this. It would seem, therefore, that 
the four-battleship program of the Executive De- 
partment of the government has been finally and 
definitively rejected. That is certainly of no little 
significance. 



When the bill came before the House, an amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Finley of South Carolina 
to strike out the two remaining battleships was 
rejected, but it carried eighty votes in its support 
as against sixty-five for a similar motion last year. 
This is also a distinct gain. Mr. Burton's amend- 
ment to strike out one of the two ships recommended 
by the Committee was also defeated, yet one hundred 
and eight votes were cast in its favor, the negative 
vote being one hundred and fifty-eight. If this 
motion had been carried it would have meant no 
further increase of the navy, as the one new ship 
remaining would only have been sufficient to make 
up for an old one going out of commission. It is 
believed that the Burton motion would have pre- 
vailed if a number of Congressmen who are opposed 
to increase of the navy had voted their full sentiments, 
as they did last year. For some reason, probably of 
a purely party nature, several of the. Democrats who 
have hitherto voted against increase failed to support 
the Burton amendment and voted for the two ships 
recommended by the Committee. 

The friends of limitation in the House certainly 
made a good showing, considering the limited time 
at their disposal and the fact that they were handi- 
capped by the tacit agreement reached last winter 
between the Administration and the Jingoes in the 
House that two battleships should be put on the 
program at each session of Congress. The friends 
of limitation showed great energy, and the speeches 
made by them in the brief debate were exceptionally 
vigorous, loyal and to the point. They could scarcely 
have been better. 

The Naval Bill now goes to the Senate, where the 
action of the House will probably be approved, but 
possibly by a considerably decreased majority over 
last year. Senators Burrows, Hale and others have 
determined to make an energetic stand against the 
addition of any further battleships to the navy, and 
they hope to rally to their support the full strength 
of the limitation sentiment in the Senate. 

In the country outside of Congress opposition to 
the further increase of the navy has clearly gained 
during the year. There is of course a large section 
of the people who are carried away by the specious 
pleas of the Big Navy promoters, who were never 
more active and noisy than at the present time. 
These agitators keep the people, especially on the 
Pacific Coast, excited and alarmed lest the country 
should be suddenly invaded from three thousand or 
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eight thousand miles away and be found wholly unpre- 
pared to meet the onslaught. But these " patriotic " 
declaimers, whose assumed facts in regard to Japan 
and other nations are pure creations of their fevered 
fancy, have almost entirely lost their influence with 
Congress, and, we think, also with the thoughtful 
men and women of the country. The remonstrances 
from the clergy and others, which have been going 
to Washington against the addition of further huge 
monsters to the navy, indicate that the intelligent 
classes of the people are rapidly reaching the conclu- 
sion that the course which the government has been 
pursuing in vying with other nations in the extension 
of its naval and military establishments has no rational 
justification and ought to cease. The remonstrance 
sent last year by the clergy of Boston and vicinity 
was signed by one hundred and forty-one ministers. 
That sent early in January this year carried the 
names of two hundred and twenty-four clergymen, 
and the number of signatures has since grown to two 
hundred and thirty-five. In other cities word has 
come to us that every clergyman asked to sign the 
remonstrance readily did so. There is good ground 
for believing that within two or three years at the 
farthest the contest against the increase of the navy 
may be won, if those who disapprove of the course 
which the government is taking in adding year after 
year gigantic ships to the navy, at greater and greater 
cost, will only be loyal to their convictions and active 
and united in bringing their influence to bear at 
Washington. 

' I ♦ ■ : 

Secretary Root's Services to the Cause 
of World Peace. 

Secretary Root, on retiring from the State Depart- 
ment, carries with him the universal respect of the friends 
of peace, and their very high appreciation of the services 
which he has rendered to the cause of international 
friendship and harmony. He has almost transformed 
the Department of State into a Department of Peace, to 
such an extent have the great objects to which he has 
given his attention borne directly upon the cause of inter- 
national concord. He has worthily worn the mantle of 
his distinguished predecessor, John Hay, who, in a mo- 
ment of high inspiration, declared as no prominent states- 
man, we believe, had before declared, that the Golden 
Rule ought to be practiced among nations, as among 
individuals. 

Mr. Root's instructions to the United States delegates 
to the second Hague Conference — for they were really 
his, though issued in the name of the President — were 
conceived and formulated in this lofty spirit. It was 
because of his wisdom and exceptional grasp of the de- 
mands of the situation that our delegates went to The 
Hague empowered to stand for the most advanced meas- 



ures possible. The leading place which the subject of an 
international high court of justice took in the delibera- 
tions and decisions was due entirely to his initiative. 
The United States delegation, led by Ambassador 
Choate, was, under his instructions, ready to go much 
further in practical action on immunity of private prop- 
erty at sea in time of war, a general treaty of obligatory 
arbitration and limitation of armaments, than the Con- 
gress, as a whole, could be induced to go. 

Since the close of the Conference our government, 
under Mr. Root's lead, has gone much further in following 
out its advice in regard to the conclusion of special 
treaties of obligatory arbitration than any other govern- 
ment has gone. He leaves the Secretaryship of State with 
a majority of all the governments of the world bound to 
us by arbitration conventions, and with the bonds of 
friendship and mutual confidence between us and other 
peoples and races strengthened on all sides. 

Secretary Root's tour of the South American capitals, 
carried out with marked wisdom and tactfulness, was a 
proceeding of unique character in the field of practical 
statesmanship. It allayed suspicion and fear, it awakened 
or deepened confidence among the Latin American peo- 
ples toward our country. It left all the republics south 
of us dispossessed in large measure of the vague and un- 
defined dread which had been growing among them of 
possible evil designs of our government toward them. 
Such a service as this will remain always hereafter one 
of the great traditions of American pacific statesmanship. 

The retiring Secretary's recent action in regard to 
China and Japan has been no less marked by a high sense 
of justice and a right conception of the power of fairness, 
generosity and kindness. The remission to China of the 
eleven millions of the Boxer indemnity, to which our 
government found that there was no just claim, was due, 
if we remember rightly, to the suggestion of Mr. Hay, 
before whose death the government had become aware 
that a part of the indemnity could not be collected with- 
out injustice to China and dishonor to our country. Mr. 
Root took the suggestion up and carried it out loyally in 
a way that has done great credit to himself and brought 
unusual honor and distinction to the nation, not only from 
China, but also from other lands. 

His work in promoting the holding of the Central 
American Conference and the setting up last year of 
the Central American International Court of Justice, the 
first of its kind, deserves to be recorded among his excep- 
tional accomplishments in the way of peace making. 

But the crowning feature of Mr. Root's remarkable 
services to the cause of world peace is the recent agree- 
ment with the Japanese Foreign Office, setting forth the 
pacific intentions and policies of both governments in 
regard to the Pacific Ocean and the Far East. Thi B 



